
When to Plant: 

Plant in the spring when ground temperature 
reaches a constant 65-70°F (20°C) or higher. This 
seed can be sown throughout summer given 
sufficient soil moisture for germination. 

Where to Plant: 

In full sun on well-drained soil. Will tolerate a 
wide range of soils from sand to heavy clay, but 
proper drainage is essential for successful 
establishment of crop. Excellent drought 
tolerance but thrives in moist to semi-moist soils. 
The warmer the better! 

Best Planting Method: 

Plow field and roll if possible, to ensure a smooth 
planting field. Dirt clods are NOT acceptable for 
planting as they will cause the seed to be planted 
too deep.  

Broadcast seed at 15-25 lbs. per acre and roll 
over seeds at least once. You want the seeds to be 
at a planting depth of 1/16 to 1/4 of an inch. 
Irrigate lightly but frequently to ensure adequate 
moisture for germination. 

In Established Fields: 

When adding SunGrazer 777 to your current 
field, it is recommended to lightly disc or drag 
harrow in two directions. This will stunt the 
current grasses/forage, but only temporarily. 

Broadcast 15-25 lbs. per acre and roll over 
seeds if possible, to ensure soil cover. 

What to Expect: 

Growing Season: From early spring to first killing frost. Grass returns every spring. 

Germination: Under ideal conditions, will usually germinate within 7-10 days. Factors such as soil 
characteristics, temperature, and moisture conditions can affect this. 

Standard Growth: Runners can grow 6-18 feet long. Roots can develop up to a depth of 20+ feet 
depending on soil type. 

Grazing: When grass becomes 6-8 inches tall. It is recommended to rotate grazing locations to ensure 
grass is not uprooted. 

Hay Cutting: First cutting at 50-60 days, then approximately every 28 days after last cutting (when protein 
is at peak level). Depending on conditions, will have 1-3 cuttings in first year. 

Lowest Cutting/Grazing Height: 3-4 inches. 

Pre-Plant Recommendations: 

Soil Sample Test: Soil testing is recommended on any new planting area to aid in planning the best 
fertilization program. 

Nutrient Booster: This will help with nutrient uptake, especially when used simultaneously with fertilizer. 
(See FastLime Liquid Calcium) 

Fertilizer: Applying fertilizer to soil before planting will provide a rich environment to increase yield. (If 
using Foliar Feeder 15-10-5 Plus, apply 1 gallon per acre pre-plant) 

Weed Control: After creating a smooth soil surface, apply any RoundUp or Killz-All (including generics). 
This step is crucial to successful Bermuda grass establishment. (See Glyphosate) 

NOTE: Do NOT use any pre-emergent type herbicide before seeding. 

https://www.americasbelting.com/Pasture-Seed-Chemicals-Fertilizer-FF-1000
https://www.americasbelting.com/Foliar-Feeder-III-Plus-15-10-5-with-Micronutrients-Liquid-Fertilizer-265-Gallon-Tote_p_8129.html
https://www.americasbelting.com/Farm-Chemicals-and-Fertilizers-Glyphosate


Post-Plant Recommendations: 

Fertilizer: Follow up with an application of fertilizer and continue every 30-
45 days. If cutting, try to apply after each. (If using Foliar Feeder 15-10-5 
Plus, apply 2-5 gallons per acre) 

Weed Control: While Bermuda grass is weed-resistant once established, 
during the first year any weeds should be killed using ONLY post-emergent 
herbicides. Which herbicide used will depend on the type of weed. 
Recommend 2,4-D Amine or MSM. (See Range & Pastureland under 
Chemicals) 

Fall Management: 

To prepare Bermuda grass for winter dormancy, we recommend 
broadcasting 100 lbs. of nitrate and 100 lbs. of potassium per acre around 
August-September depending on cold weather in your area. 

Put your land on a 5- to 7-year program of adding 10-15 lbs. of Hairy Vetch 
or Clover seed per acre. These cool-season legumes enhance soil 
development which will increase Bermuda grass production in the spring 
and summer months. 

NOTE: Dormancy is not a complete stopping of activity. Even when dormant, 
the plant still needs nutrients and water to survive. 

Stockpiling: 

Depending on weather conditions, Bermuda grass can make an effective winter 
forage. To do this, defer grazing in late summer when preparing for winter 
dormancy. Plant 60-80 lbs. nitrogen per acre around August-September. 

Grazing can begin anytime after the first killing freeze, with Bermuda grass 
retaining around 11% protein well into January. Because dry cows only need around 
8% protein to maintain body condition, very little, if any, supplement is needed 
during this period. 

https://www.americasbelting.com/Foliar-Feeder-III-Plus-15-10-5-with-Micronutrients-Liquid-Fertilizer-265-Gallon-Tote_p_8129.html
https://www.americasbelting.com/Foliar-Feeder-III-Plus-15-10-5-with-Micronutrients-Liquid-Fertilizer-265-Gallon-Tote_p_8129.html
https://www.americasbelting.com/search.asp?keyword=2%2C4-d+amine&search=
https://www.americasbelting.com/search.asp?keyword=msm&search=
https://www.americasbelting.com/Farm-Chemicals-and-Fertilizers-Range-Pastureland
https://www.americasbelting.com/Clover_c_4794.html

